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Abstract

This research aims to diagnose the role played by human resources
development practices in sustainable development, through the development
of human resources capabilities, skills and knowledge to invest the resources
available to the Organization, especially rare ones, to ensure continuity and
not fade at the present time or extinction. Lack of interest in supporting these
development programs because they do not know their importance in sustainable
development, and therefore the problem of research emerges in the provision of a
range of solutions that would address the problems that hinder knowledge in this
area, and to achieve the main objectives of the research adopted the approach
Descriptive, where the questionnaire was distributed to a number of employees
of Asiacell Communications, and using the Statistical Reqady Program (SPSS) was
entered and processed data, and the main findings of the research is that human
resources development practices are linked and significantly affect the sustainable
development, and therefore was accepted The two hypotheses of this research,
and therefore recommended that the researcher need to see the experiences of
developed countries in this area and transfer to the Iragi environment to raise the

levels of awareness and knowledge in this area.

Keywords: Human Resources Development, Sustainable
Development, Economic Aspects, Social Aspects, Environmental

Aspects, Organization.
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Abstract

This research aims to show the extent of commitment of medical personnel
working in the regulations and laws related to occupational safety in Al-Rafidain
+determining occupational safety procedures and their application in accordance with
the specification 1ISO45001: 2018, as the main problem of this research is determined due
to the recent spread of the Corona epidemic. Preserving the human being and material
components and ensuring their safety from risks, therefore, the occupational health
and safety authorities have sought to implement the 1SO45001: 2018 occupational
health and safety management system in the hospital, which by means of which the
health and safety certificate is granted and issued. The research adopts the case study
methodology in presenting and discussing the 1SO45001:2018 occupational health and
safety management system and has been converted into requirements and building
a checklist represented by the items (the context of the organization and leadership
and planning) and embodying them in the examination list for the purpose of arriving
at results that are closer to reality to the goal of the research, and from In order to
support the Ministry of Health to obtain the OSH management system certification.
For the purpose of providing a scientific methodology in collecting and analyzing data,
the seven-point measure of conformity was used. A number of conclusions emerged
from this research, the most prominent of which is the Ministry making awareness
guidance based on the current situation (Corona epidemic) and publishing awareness-
raising procedures according to the Occupational Health and Safety Department. The
researchers recommended Al Rafidain Hospital to work on the tasks of the Occupational

Health and Safety Department ISO45001: 2018 and publish its work.

Keywords: Occupational Health and Safety Management
System, 1SO45001: 2018, Organization Context, Leadership, Planning,
Al-Rafidain Private Hospital.
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Abstract

The concept of citizenship cannot be understood unless it is placed in its
historical context. Concepts do not arise out of a vacuum and spread only after
intellectual practices and accumulations. Citizenship is aword that canaccommodate
many definitions. It is in Arabic taken from the word “homeland” which is the place
of residence and protection« and in terms of its political meaning “It is a sense of
belonging and loyalty to the state and a system of rights and duties imposed by this
affiliation”. The citizenship in Arab societies including Iraq at the present time as
“meaning” is absent« and the most important reasons for its internal absence the
failure of the modern Arab state to achieve comprehensive development: and to
ensure legal and social protection of its citizens. This difference led to widespread
frustration and defeatism among a wide range of citizens where the lack of
satisfaction of the basic needs of individuals led to indifference at all levels< and

even the desire to flee the homeland in search of a new nationality and homeland.

Key words: Citizenship« State« Rights< Duties< Social participation.
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Abstract

Central banks have received increasing attention by policy makers and
decision makers around the world due to their outstanding role in achieving
economic growth, which is the primary objective of all economic policies of
different countries. The Central Bank of Iraq carries out this task through applying
an appropriate monetary policy to deal with crises and imbalances. Among these
policies is the policy of managing the exchange rate, as the effects of this policy are
reflected on hand economic activity as a whole to achieve monetary stability on its
part and contribute to set the foundations of economic growth. On the other hand,
this study attempts to highlight the importance of the policy adopted by the Central
Bank of Iraq the exchange system, which has generated a safe environment for local
on financial transactions, as well as analyzing the relationship between the Iraqi
exchange rate system and foreign trade and then economic growth.

The study reached several conclusions, the most important of which is that
the developmental impact of the Iragi Central Bank in some economic activities was
good (Such as credit facilities for small, medium and large industries, supporting
private sector banking activity that stimulates investment and economic activities),
but the stabilizing effect of economic growth was more severe during the study
period, which was reflected in the form of clear fluctuations due to external factors
(the financial crisis and global oil prices crisis) (Security & political issues, armed

conflicts, and domestic factors).

Key words: Central bank, Economic growth, Exchange system,
Exchange rates, Exports, Imports.
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Abstract

The subject of this study revolves around the study of the economic aspects
of the Tahirian and Safirid emirates that appeared in the Islamic East during the third
AH / ninth century AD.It was found through this research that the emergence of
the Taheri emirate has contributed to the development and prosperity of economic
conditions and the high standard of living of the Muslim individual in the regions of
the Islamic East, where agriculture, industry and trade flourished during the era of
the Taherites.As for the Saffarid princes, they were most concerned with the military
aspects and did not care about economic activities such as agriculture, industry and
trade and did not work on developing or promoting them and advancing them, and
these activities remained free and did not take great care from them, but continued
as they were before their growth and the state of Khorasan is going according to
what it deems Islamic community in those areas.

Key words: Islamic East, Economic aspects, Tahirian emirate,
Saffarid emirate, House of money
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Abstract

The political class that ruled Irag after 2003 did not expect this pattern of protests,
which soon turned into widespread protests. The protests erupted on the first of last October,
and claimed the lives of hundreds of dead and thousands of wounded in a precedent never
before. While the government and parliament have offered similar reform packages, the
largest of their kind in 16 years, but they have not affected either the momentum and diversity
of the protests, or the diversity of the ceilings of their demands, which amounted to calling
for regime change. The trends of the Arab newspapers have varied in the nature of reporting
the events in Irag, and most of them have taken the political direction in dealing with the Iraqi
event.. Hence the problem of research was crystallized in the following question: ((What is
the direction of the Arab newspapers in covering the proper demonstrations in Iraq (October
2019) Either the limits of the study were represented in the temporal field of research and
specifying the time period for the research from 1/10/2019 to 31/12/2019. Either the
subject area of the research represents the press coverage of the Arab electronic newspapers
for the events of the protests in Iraq 2019 and the press topics published in the newspapers.
The analysis categories included the following categories: Subject category - Trend category -
Methods category - Journalistic arts category - Media frameworks category - Processing type
category.Among the most important findings of the research is the excellence of the method
of press treatment of the issue of protests during the first time period which is the month of
October 2019, focusing on the negatives of (the situation) as it is not a new (case) at the mass
level, where protests and demonstrations have occurred in Iraq since 2003 and under many
names For various reasons, but the most prominent feature of the previous protests is the
responsibility of those who lead and manage them. Here, the impression that is in the days
and weeks of the 2019 protests is the same as its predecessors. The methods of journalism
also varied in the treatment of the sample papers for the object of the protests, which were
mostly characterized by criticism, dialogue, suggestion, interpretation, etc. in addition to the

news, i.e. the transfer of information to the public.

Key words: Forgiveness, Media, Culture, Demonstrations, Society.
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The researcher believes that one of the most important conclusions
that have been arrived is that identification of the exact sources of errors
made by the students is not ambiguous and that an error may be attributed
to more than one sources.

As noted above, most of learners’ errors could be traced back to their
mother tongue and the writing habits of his first language, i.e., most of the
errors made by the students are transfer errors. Other main causes of errors
in spelling may be traced back to some possible reasons such as:

1. The complexity of English spelling system.

2. The differences between Arabic and English sound system.

3. Theincomplete application of spelling rules.

4. The non-phonetic nature of English spelling.
5

The students’ carelessness and overgeneralization.
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Mother tongue interference was the third most important cause,
causing 10.5% of errors respectively. Apparent lack of knowledge rules was
the second most important cause, accounting for 16.8% of errors. As for the
last cause of errors, performance errors, it represented very low proportions
ranging only 3.2% of the total number of errors.

The current study attributes spelling errors errors to four causes, which
are Irregularity of English, Mother Tongue Interference, Lack of Knowledge
of Rules and their Exceptions, and Performance Errors. Irregularity of
English accounted for the majority of errors ranging 57.3%. Mother Tongue
Interference and Lack of Knowledge of Rules and their Exceptions, though of
much less significance, came in second and third place, ranging from 10.5%
to 16.8%. Despite differences in classification and terminology, the findings
of the current study lend support to many studies and views regarding the

main causes of spelling errors.

4. Conclusions

The analysis of the error corpus indicates clearly that there is a major
problem with regard to students’ spelling proficiency. The frequency of
errors was very high, mounting to an average of one spelling error nearly
every ten words.

It is obvious from the results that Iraqi learners of English find English
spelling system complex and difficult to learn and they seem to fail to
master this system with its difficult rules. It is obvious that wrong spelling
representation of vowels and diphthongs, omission as well as substitution
of letters by another form the largest portion of errors among other types of

spelling errors which also constitute large number of errors.
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Table 3 below summarizes the findings of the study in relation to the

numbers and percentages of the misspelled words according to their likely

causes
Table 3: Numbers and percentages
of misspelled words according to likely causes
Irregularity of Mother Tongue | Lack of Knowledge | Performance Mixed Total no. of
English Interference of Rules Problems errors analyzed
249 46 73 14 52 434
57.3733% 10.5991% 16.8203% 03.2258% 11.9816% 100%

Generally, spelling errors caused by the irregularity of English seemed
to cause most errors among the population of the study. This category
accounted for a much higher percentage of errors than all other categories.
Proportions ranging from 57.3% of the identified spelling errors were

attributed to the irregularity of English orthographic system.

Frequency and percentage according to their causes

&0 9%

50 %

20 %

N . .

o % |

Imegularity of English  Mather tengus Lack of knowladge Performance Mixed problems
interference of Rules

Chart 3: Causes of spelling errors
according to their frequency and percentage
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e Dropping the final e in some words when adding inflections
(smokeing for smoking).

e General spelling rules that can apply to a big number of words and
have a limited number of exceptions. For example, writing city as
cty, because of lack of the knowledge that the grapheme c is only
pronounced as /s/ when followed by the graphemes e, i, and y.

e Performance, contains the errors that students seemed to have

committed as a result of haste or fatigue (if for of).

Causes of spelling errors according to their frequency

300

250 <+
200 1
150 +

100

Irregularity of Mother tongue  Lack of Knowledge Performance Mixed Problems
English Interference of Rules

Chat 2: Likely causes of spelling errors

The most frequently category is the irregularity of English with 249
words. While lack of knowledge of rules is the second most frequency
category with 73 words. The third is most frequency category is mother

tongue interference, and the last is the performance with 15 words only.

\ E36 /



Spelling Errors in English Composition: A Case Study of Iraqi University Students '

Irregularity of English, contains errors caused by the non-phonetic
nature of English. Some examples are:

e Omission of silent letters (rites for writes).

e Writing words as they are pronounced (laivfor live).

* Wrong vowel graphemes (capetalfor capital).

e Disordering vowel graphemes (bueatifallfor beautiful).

e Confusing homophones (were for wear).

Mother Tongue Interference, includes the errors which resulted from
the differences between the written and sound systems of English and Arabic.
Some examples are: (for a complete list of those rules, which were used as
criteria for classifying words under this category see Methodology section).

e Replacing the sounds that are not found in Arabic, such as /p/, /v/,

and /¢/ with their closest written equivalents that are found in
Arabic (clup forclub, cofers forcovers, and shange forchange).

e Breaking consonant clusters (weset forwest).

e Reversing the direction of some graphemes as caused by the right

to left directionality of Arabic (dig for big).

e The deletion of short vowels (vist forvisit).

Lack of Knowledge of Spelling Rules and their Exceptions, contains the
words that were misspelled because students seemed to lack the ability to
apply some of the basic spelling rules of English. Some examples are: (for a
complete list of those rules that were used as criteria for classifying words
under this category see Methodology section).

e Forming the plural of the words that end with the letter y (citys for

cities). o Doubling the last consonant in words that end with a CVC

combination of letters (fater for fatter).
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30%). As for the other types of errors, they occurred much less often than
the previous two types. Addition errors were the third commonest type of
errors ranging just over 14%. Mixed errors is about 12%, Disordering errors
were the fifth commonest type of errors with a percentage ranging about

8%. Figure shows that the least common type of errors was segmentation.

Percentage of spelling errors according to their types

Figure 1: Frequency and percentage of spelling errors according to their types

Generally, spelling errors were highly concentrated in Substitution
and Omission errors which constituted around 61.8% of the total number
of errors. To a certain extent, the results of the current research correspond
with the results of a number of similar studies in terms of the types of errors

and their prominence.

B. Likely causes of spelling errors
The errors identified in the corpus were analyzed and attributed to
one of four causes. Below is an overview of the four categories with some

examples from the corpus.
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Type of errors according to their frequency

Number of errors
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Chart 1: Frequency of spelling errors according to their types

In this chart, we can clearly observe that the high frequency error is
occurring in the type of substitution, which is very close to the frequency of
Omission. Both of them are between 120- 140 words while, the category of
addition comes in the third higher frequency with more than 60 words, then
mixed problem words with more than 50 words and the rest comes lower as
it mentioned in table 2 with exact numbers. By the help of the analyses of the
data, we found that the category of segmentation is the less frequent type
among others with three words only whereas, the category of unrecognizable
words with 12 words among the compositions of the students.

Depending on the below figure, we can find that substitution and

omission are the most highly frequencies with higher percentages (over
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Substitution, substituting one letter or more for other letters in a

word (adout for about).

Omission, omitting a letter or more in a word (Arabin for Arabian).

Addition, adding a letter or more to a word (capitale for capital).

Disordering, reversing the order of adjacent letters in a word (aest

for east).

Segmentation errors, writing one word as two (power ful for

powerful).

Unrecognizable words, words that were unreadable (tish).

Mixed problems errors, words that have more than one error from

the above errors such as moush for (much)

Table 2 and Figure lbelow summarize the findings related to the

numbers and percentages of the identified spelling errors classified according

to their types.

Table 2: Numbers and percentages of spelling errors according to type

Substitution | Omission | Addition Disordering | Segmentation | Unrecognizable | Mixed Total no. of
Problems | errors analyzed

138 125 64 39 3 12 53 434

31.7972% 28.8018% | 14.7465% | 08.9862% 0.6912% 02.765% 12.212% | 100%

The following chart is about the frequency of spelling errors according

to their types
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misinterpretations or misrepresentations of English phonemes or graphemes,
but rather as evidence of lack of fine motor control. Examples of such errors

are writing beoause instead of because and i’w instead of i’'m.
3. Results and Discussion

3.1 Seriousness of the spelling problem
In order to get insight into the seriousness of this spelling problem,
the frequency of spelling errors in students’ compositions were calculated

(see Table 1).

Table 1: Number of words in students’ compositions

and the frequency of errors

Number of Words Number of Errors Frequency of Error
4742 434 10.9

Table 1 illustrates that the frequency of spelling errors in students’

compositions averaged out at 1 spelling error nearly every 10 words.

3.2 Categorization of Errors
Spelling errors from students’ compositions were analyzed and

categorized according to their types and likely causes.

A. Types of spelling errors
e The spelling errors that were identified in students’ compositions
were analyzed and categorized into five types. Two categories
were created for unrecognizable words and mixed problems

words.
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written and sound systems of English and Arabic. English has some sounds
that are not found in Arabic, such as /p/ as in park, /v/ asin very, and /¢/ as in
much. Many ALEs replace these sounds with their closest written equivalents
that are found in Arabic, which are the b, f, and sh respectively. For example,
some learners would write shange for change. “Consonant clusters” is
another problem that comes under this category. In Arabic, these clusters
are very rare. That is why; some ALEs break these clusters by inserting a
vowel sound in the words, as writing seplash for splash. Another problem
is the problem of graphemes that confuse some students, while thy write
d/b and p/q. one reason for this error is right to left directionality of Arabic
writing system, which is expected to cause many Arab learners to confuse
these letters and spell, for example, about as adout. The deletion of short
vowels, as in writing seven as svnis a further problem that come under this
category, presumably because such vowels are not represented in written
Arabic.

“Lack of knowledge of spelling rules and their exceptions” is the third
cause of errors. This category contains the words that were misspelled
because students seemed to lack the ability to apply some of the basic
spelling rules of English, such as forming the plural of the words that end
with the letter y such as buddys for buddies, doubling the last consonant
finall for final, or dropping the final e when adding inflections such as carfully
for carefully.

The final cause of errors is “Performance”. This category contains the
errors that students seem to commit as a result of haste or fatigue, such as
writing m instead of n. Errors were categorized as performance errors on the

basis that the letter (s) causing the error did not appear to be plausible as
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B-2 Categorization by cause

In order to get more insight into spelling problems, it might be useful
to consider as well the likely causes behind spelling errors in order to
develop suitable activities that can help overcome or at least reduce them.
The errors identified in the corpus were analyzed and attributed to one of
four causes described below. It needs to be pointed out here that though
the classification of errors identified in the corpus into their likely causes was
done cautiously in light of related literature (e.g. Ringbom, 1977; Ramadan,
1986; Odlin, 1989; Broselow, 1993; Al- Bakri, 1998; Kharma&Hajjaj, 1997;
Ediger, 2001; Swan &Smith, 2001; Bahloul, 2007; Fender, 2008), it depended
on my own analytical judgment. Thus, error in this classification is possible.

The first category of errors is “Irregularity of English.” This category
contains the errors that are mostly caused by the non-phonetic nature of
English orthographic system. Unlike English, Arabic has a highly phonetic
orthographic system, as words are mostly written as they are pronounced.
Therefore, this difference is expected to cause ALEs some spelling problems.
One example is that English has a large number of words that have silent
letters. Thus, many learners might omit silent letters. Another example is
that all vowel graphemes in English have more than one pronunciation. For
example, the vowel grapheme a is pronounce differently in the words have,
bake, and ball. Therefore, many ALEs might write words as they pronounce
them or use wrong vowel graphemes. Homophones, words that have
different meanings and different spellings but sound the same, also are
expected to cause learners some confusion.

The second cause of errors is “Mother tongue interference”. This

category includes the errors which result from the differences between the
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A- Seriousness of the problem

The seriousness of the problem was measured by calculating the

frequency of errors in students’ compositions.

b- Categorization of errors

In order to show what the predominant types and likely causes of

spelling errors, the identified errors were classified according to type and

likely cause.

B-1 Categorization by type

The spelling errors that were identified in students’ compositions were

analyzed and categorized into five types. A sixth category was created for

unrecognizable words. Below is an explanation of each category.

1.

Substitution, includes errors caused by substituting a letter or
more for another, as substituting o for a in small (smoll).
Omission, includes errors caused omitting one letter or more, as
omitting e in the word friend(frind)

Addition, refers to adding an extra letter or letters to a word, as in
adding a final e to the word capital (capitale).

Disordering, refers to disordering some letters in a word, such as
writing sea as (sae).

Segmentation, refers to writing one word as two, as segmenting
the word breakfast (break fast).

Unrecognizable, includes words that were unrecognized because

they were unreadable, such as babiuto.
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In Irag, a few researches investigate spelling problems. The current
study is needed to fill this gap in order to gain new insights into the spelling
problems that face Iragi students and possible teaching strategies that could

help overcome spelling problems.

2.4 Research Design

Only one instrument or research method was used for collecting data:
students’ compositions. Students were asked to write a composition of 150
words about a topic that was thematically related to what they had studied in
their textbooks. The frequency of spelling errors in these compositions was
noted. Additionally, the spelling errors identified were categorized according

to type and likely cause.

2.5 Error analysis procedures

In order to identify the spelling errors, each piece of writing was read
more than three times by the researcher. Misspelled words were marked
with a blue, but sometimes red check for identification purposes. Then, a
random sample of 20 compositions was given to a colleague to review them
in order to make sure that the spelling errors and the total number of words
was identified correctly. A total of 434 spelling errors were collected for
analysis. Once the error corpus was collected, it was used for the following
purposes:

e The frequency of errors was calculated, in order to measure how

big the problem is.
e To find out what are the main types of spelling errors and what are

the reasons behind this errors.
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(5.23), Unclassified (5.84), and Miscellaneous (5.23). These results are, except
for the category of Pronunciation, very similar to the results of the current
study in terms of the identified types and significance of each type.

Al-Karaki (2005) identified six types of errors that are similar to the
categories identified in the current study. Additionally, salient similarities
were identified regarding the most prominent types of errors. However,
while in Al-Karaki*s research Omission errors occupied first place at 34.1%
and Substitution errors came in second place at 24.2%, the current study
revealed that Substitution errors are more prominent than Omission errors

To sum up, disregarding the different terminology and classification
methods that different studies used (discussed above), similar to the current
study, Substitution, Omission, Addition, Disordering, and Segmentation errors
were the commonest types of errors in all the studies reviewed. Additionally,
similar to the current study, Substitution, Omission, and Addition errors were

the most prominent types of errors in most studies reviewed.

2.3 Significance of Current Study

Clearly, English spelling is a problem for most learners of English.
Nevertheless, the linguistic differences that exist between Arabic and English
seem to complicate English spelling even more for many ALEs. Consequently,
it is expected that ALEs sometimes make different spelling errors from other
learners from other language backgrounds, and thus require different
instructional procedures. Thus, it is important to have a close look at the
specific problems that ALEs have in general and in Iraq in particular, and not
depend entirely on other studies done in different contexts and on students

from other language backgrounds.
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and Derivation errors. Thus, it was needed to combine the proportions of
Omission errors in those two categories. Following is an overview of the
most prominent types of errors in other studies.

In Book and Harter (1929), Omission errors comprised 21% of the
total number of errors, taking into consideration that this percentage does
not include the proportion of omission errors which were also found in
the category of Non-doubling letters, because no percentage of errors was
mentioned for this category. Similarly, excluding one category for which there
was no percentage indicated, Addition errors comprised 19.3% of the errors.
Disordering errors comprised 7% of the identified errors. As for Substitution
errors, no proportions were indicated.

Ramadan (1986) divided spelling errors into three main categories:
Morphemic, Intra-morphemic, and Splits. Each of these categories was
divided into subcategories. The subcategories had many types in common
with the types identified in the current study with similar prominence.
Omission constituted an average of 29.5%. Addition errors comprised 4.4%.
Segmentation errors (called Splits in Ramadan"s study) comprised 6% of
the identified errors. As for Substitution and Disordering errors they were
also found in Ramadan®s findings. However, it was difficult to calculate their
percentages as they were part of the categories of Articulation, Ambiguous
correspondence, and Phonetic errors. These categories also had some
addition and omission errors in them.

Al- Bakri (1998) identified eight types of errors, 4 of which, according
to the researcher, comprised significant portions of the errors: Substitution
(19.98%), Insertion (17.84%), Omission (16.75), and Inversion (16.69). The

other less significant types of errors were Segmentation (13.87), Pronunciation
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classification. For example, Book and Harter analyzed essays, exam papers,
and dictation test papers. This resulted in creating categories for the errors
that appear in dictation tests. One of such categories was created for the
misspelled words that some students did not hear well when being dictated
and consequently spelled them wrongly. As for differences in classification
methods, Book and Harter, for example, considered adding a letter to a word
that was anticipated because it appears later in the word, adding an extra
letter, and doubling the wrong letter as three different categories. In the
current study, all those three types are categorized as Addition errors.

A last problem that appears between some studies is that some
studies did not include clear results concerning the proportions of some
categories. For instance, Book and Harter (1929) mentioned the proportions
for most categories. However, in some instances, they commented “only few
errors were identified.” Ringbom (1977) was interested in highlighting the
difference in performance between the two groups of learners that he was
studying without mentioning overall proportions for the categories that he
created. However, from his analysis, substitution, omission, addition, and
disordering were main categories. Similarly, Bahloul (2007) did not include
any percentages. He only listed the types of errors that were identified.

Because of the differences in classification and number of categories
that are present between the current study and other studies, it was not
always possible compare results. Sometimes, it was decided to combine
the proportions of two or more categories that match the characteristics of
a category in the current study in order to compare the results and arrive
to conclusions regarding the prominent types of errors. For example, in

Ramadan (1986) Omission errors appeared under the categories of Inflection
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2.2 Error Types in the Literature

A number of studies have been conducted to analyze spelling errors in
Arabic and non-Arabic contexts. These studies classified errors into different
types. Although many similarities existed between these studies, differences
were also present. For example, different studies had different names for the
same type of error. To exemplify, omission errors were present in all studies.
However, they had different names in some studies. For example, Bahloul
(2007) created a category called Monographicization, which contained the
words in which clusters of graphemes were simplified in the written form.
Such errors are categorized as omission errors in the current research.

Another difference in the method of classification between different
studies is that some of the problems that were considered as types of errors
in some studies were viewed as causes of errors in other studies. The current
study has made a distinction between the types of errors and their causes,
whereas many other studies did not make such a distinction and classified
all the errors identified as types of errors. For example, Book and Harter
(1929), Ramadan (1986), and Al- Bakri (1998) considered writing a word
as it is pronounced a type of errors, whereas Al-Karaki (2005) considered
this problem as a cause of errors. In the current research, this problem is
categorized as a cause of errors within the category of the Irregularity of
English.

Another difference is that different studies came up with different
numbers of categories. For example, Book and Harter (1929) identified18 types
of spelling errors, while Bahloul identified 12 and Al-Bakri identified 8. In the
current study, only six 6 categories were identified. One of the reasons behind

these differences is the variation in the methods used for data collection and
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errors that they collected to three main causes: intralingual, developmental,
and interlingual. However, neither Al-Bakri 1998 nor Bahloul (2007) gives
percentages. Similarly, Al- Karaki (2005) attributed the spelling errors that
she identified into six causes. However, she did not include a clear analysis
of these causes. She only mentioned, based on her review of literature, a
number of likely causes of errors supported by examples from her corpus
without reporting the percentage of each. According to Al-Karaki, the main
causes of spelling errors of ALE are pronunciation, differences between the
sound systems of English and Arabic, overgeneralization, arbitrary nature of
English word derivation, incomplete application of English spelling rules, or
the lack of knowledge of the exceptions of spelling rules, and performance
errors.

To sum up, lending support to the views of many researchers and the
findings of many studies, the findings of the current study demonstrated
that the Irregularity of English, Mother tongue interference, and the Lack
of knowledge of spelling rules are the most prominent causes of spelling
errors. However, some differences existed between the classification of
the current study and some other studies in the literature reviewed. For
example, pronunciation was viewed as a type of errors in some studies,
whereas it is viewed as part of the irregularity of English in the current
study. Consequently, all errors that resulted from pronunciation problems or
mismatch between the written form and the spoken one are categorized in
the category of the Irregularity of English. Similarly, lack of spelling rules was
considered by Ramadan (1986) as a type of errors, whereas it is considered

as a cause of errors in the current study.
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Shemesh and Waller, 2000). The final category of errors, Performance, was
also regarded by many researchers as a cause of errors that can be overcome
if the habit of proofreading is built into students (Book and Harter, 1929;
Smedley, 1983; Al- Karaki, 2005).

A number of studies analyzed spelling errors according to cause.
However, like the case with the types of errors, differences existed between
different studies in the methods used for classifying the errors and in the
number of causes identified. More importantly, percentages were absent
from most studies, which made comparing results not feasible.

Book and Harter (1929) classified the 18 types of spelling errors that
they identified into two main categories. The first cause is that some students
had inadequate mental control over the process of writing words, which
caused them to misspell words the correct spelling of which they knew. The
second cause is that some pupils had not observed the words correctly and
so had not really learned how to spell them, which had students spell some
words as they are pronounced, which caused a lot of spelling errors. While
writing a word as it is pronounced was considered a type of errors in their
study, it was observed as a cause of errors in other studies, such as Al-Karaki
(2005). Book and Harter noted that around 25% of errors identified were
caused by the tendency to spell by sound.

Ringbom (1977) also observed pronunciation errors as a type of errors
responsible for a high percentage of spelling errors. Ringbom also considered
Overgeneralization a main cause of errors.

Ramadan (1986) included in his classification of the types of errors a
category for errors that were committed because students broke spelling rules

or regular spelling patterns. Al-Bakri (1998) and Bahloul (2007) attributed the
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Hence, Arab EFL learners have been generally found to manifest better
and faster improvements with oral and aural proficiency than with English
literacy skills (Fender, 2003; Milton & Hopkins, 2006; Ryan, 1997; Ryan and
Meara, 1991). The anecdotal evidence shows that Arab EFL learners perform
much better at the listening and speaking levels than at EFL reading and
literacy skills partly due to difficulties with word recognition and spelling.
The present study is an attempt to explore the difficulties faced by Arab EFL
learners with spelling competence. The study focuses in particular on the
spelling proficiency of Iraqi university students, in an attempt to identify
patterns among their spelling errors that can help explain the difficulties

they face with English spelling.
2. Literature review

2.1 Error Causes in the Literature

The Irregularity of English is considered a source of confusion for all
learners of English, including native speakers because of the non-phonetic
nature of English (Hildreth, 1962; Kharma and Hajjaj, 1997; Bahloul,
2007). Many researchers regard Mother Tongue interference as cause of
errors, because research has shown that learners from different language
backgrounds have different spelling problems (Odlin; 1989, Broselow, 1993;
Swan and Smith, 2001; Fender, 2008). Lack of Knowledge of Rules and their
Exceptions, many researchers attribute many of the spelling errors that
some students commit to lack of command of spelling rules and regular
spelling patterns. For them, such errors can be overcome by explicit spelling

instruction of these rules and patterns (Hildreth, 1962; Ringbom, 1977,
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the /k/ sound can be represented by k, c, ck, or ch, depending on where it
occurs in the word. Another example is the graphemic sequence gh which
has three different pronunciations as in though, enough and ghost and the
/f/ sound which is represented by different letter combinations as in affair,
enough and pharaoh. Besides, the English language has more phonemes
than graphemes, such as the letter s which can represent the sounds /s/ or
/z/. Moreover, the context can greatly influence orthographic information.
For instance, an e at the end of a one-syllable word lengthens the preceding
vowel and double letters do not often appear at the beginning of words. It
is also important to possess some fair morphological knowledge of words
and derivatives to become an effective speller in English. The spelling of the
suffixes ed for past or s for plural are good examples. Similarly, morphological
knowledge helps discover the link between related words, such as ‘signature’
and ‘sign’ despite their formal dissimilarity. In brief, good English spelling
requires a complex interaction between phonology, orthography and
morphology (Treiman and Cassar, 1997).

Spelling competency becomes even more challenging for EFL Arab
learners due to the dissimilarity between English and Arabic orthography.
Modern Standard Arabic (MSA), the formal or literary form of Arabic
used for all written texts, is written from right to left and letters within
words should be combined when possible. MSA also uses an alphabetic
orthography that consists of 28 letters. They mainly represent consonants
but also include three letters that correspond to long-vowel phonemes. In
addition, diacritics, which are marked above or below letters, represent
different sounds, such as three short vowels, no vowel or vowel lengthening

(Bauer, 1996; Fischer, 1998).
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1. Introduction

The English language has become the world’s lingua franca; it is the
main language for international communication in different fields including
commerce, industry, politics and education. This is the main reason why
millions of language learners all over the world are striving to improve their
English language proficiency. An essential component of this proficiency
is improving one’s ability to communicate via writing since it is crucial to
effective communication and essential to employment in today’s world.
One important factor to consider with writing competency is spelling as one
single misspelled word can change a word and alter the whole meaning of
the sentence. In general, good spelling is regarded as a sign of good education
whereas poor spelling is considered ill (Fageberg, 2006).

Poor spelling can have drastic effects on reading and writing. As
Templeton and Darrel Morris put it, “Orthographic or spelling knowledge is
the engine that drives efficient reading as well as efficient writing” (1999:
103). Good spelling knowledge is extremely important for effective word
recognition, which can greatly enhance or hinder reading. As for writing,
poor spelling can make writing a labored activity with regular interruptions
to the thought process by excessive attention to spelling (Moats, 2000). Poor
spelling also limits the writer’s choice of words, which negatively impacts
creativity and leads to short and sometimes incoherent pieces of writing.
In addition, poor spellers often have low motivation to write (Sitton, 1995).

On the other hand, the complexity of English spelling which lacks clear

sound-to-grapheme rules is the main reason of the problem. For example,
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Abstract

Writing is a pivotal system that transfers spoken utterances from being
heard to being seen and read. Literacy is appraised not only by reading and
writing accurately, but also spelling words correctly. Generally speaking,
second language learners (L2) may struggle in their English writing more
than first language speakers (L1) due to different reasons. Even among L2
learners, it is believed that Arab learners struggle with English spelling more
than any other non-native speakers. The present study aims at identifying,
classifying and explaining the errors that EFL students make from linguistic
perspectives. The sample of the study is 50 students (first grade of English
Department at Al Esraa University College) all of them are native speakers
of Arabic, spelling errors were collected and analyzed from their written
composition. Frequency of spelling errors was calculated. Then, errors were
categorized according to their types and likely causes. The results of this
study are consistent with previous researches, which found that spelling
errors made by Arab learners are associated with the impact of their L1.
The most common spelling errors are consonant doubling, silent letters, final
[e] and vowels in general. It is, thus, indispensable for Arab instructors to

scrutinize this dilemma explicitly.

Keywords: Writing, Spelling errors, Types and Causes.
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mentioned:

A .Scientific research in a Journal.
Authors name, year, research title, journal name, volume,
issue number and page , numbers.

B. Books.
Authors name, year, title of the book, edition, publishing house
and number of pages.

C. Theses and dissertations.
Authors name, year, title of thesis, address of the college and
university, and number of pages.

D. Scientific research in the proceedings of a scientific conference
or symposium.
Authors name, year, the papertitle, the name of the conference
or the scientific symposium, venue, the starting and ending

pages of the paper.

The journal is highly committed to preserving the intellectual

property rights of authors.
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Thereviewershouldclarifyinaseparate sheet the basic modifications
suggested before accepting the article for publication.

The reviewer has the right to get the manuscript back to him after
making the necessary modifications to make of sure of the authors
commitment.

The reviewer must register his / her name, scientific degree work,
address and the evaluation date, with the signature of the
evaluation form sent, accompanied by the article submitted for

evaluation.

References

1-

The International Standard System of Units (Sl) is used. Internationally-
approved scientific abbreviations can be used on condition that it
should be written in full for the first time in the text.

Tables and figures are numbered respectively as they appear in the
paper providing titles on the content of the table or the figure.
Each of them is indicated in the same sequence in the manuscript.
Scientific (Latin) names of the plants, animals and others must be
written in italics to be distinguished from the rest of the text.
Chemical substances (insecticide, drugs ...etc.) should be given
their scientific names, not their commercial ones.

References in the text of the manuscript are indicated as follows:
The title or last name of the author and the year if the work is done
by one scholar. if there were two authors they should be mentioned
along with the year. In case of being three and more, the first one

is mentioned then et al., and the year.
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10- The abstract in English must be obvious and expressive about the

research in a precise manner and not necessarily be a literal

translation of the Arabic abstract

Reviewer Guidelines

Below are the terms and requirements to be taken in consideration

by the reviewer of the research sent for publication in this journal:

Filling the evaluation form sent with the research to be evaluated

accurately and not leave any paragraph without an answer.

The reviewer must make sure that the titles, both Arabic and

English, are linguistically identical. If not, an alternative title is to

be suggested.

The reviewer should state whether tables and figures seen in the

research are thorough and expressive.

The reviewer should state whether or not the authors uses

statistical methods correctly.

The reviewer should state whether the discussion of the results

logically sufficient.

The reviewer should determine the extent to which the authors

uses modern scientific evidences.

The reviewer should clearly indicate one of the three options as

follows:

- The research is suitable for publication without modifications.

- The research is suitable for publication after changes are
made.

- The research is not suitable for publication
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2-
3-

The title of the research should be brief and expressive

Authors names: the names of authors and their work place
addresses should be clearly written along with the first authors
e-mail address.

An abstract includes a brief of 250- 300 words, followed by the
names of authors and their addresses. It should be written in one
continuous paragraph.

Introduction: includes a review of information relevant to the
subject of research in the scientific sources, ending with the aim of
the study and its rationale.

Materials and Methods : should be fully detailed if they are new. In case
of being already published, they should be mentioned in brief with
reference to the sources and the use of System International Units (S.1.U.s).
Results and Discussion: should be shown in a concise, meaningful
and sequential manner. The results are presented in the best form.
After being referred in the results, tables and figures should be
place in their designated positions.

The Arabic numerical system should be used in the researches
submitted for publication. The discussion of the results represents
a brief expression of the results and their interpretations.

Writing the references in the list shall include the name (s) of the
authors, the publication year, the title of the research, the name of
the journal, volume number, issue number and the number of pages.
e.g. Ali, M. M. (2018), Effect of Special Exercises in the Development
for Youth Players with Fencing. Journal of Al-Esraa University

College, Vol. 1, No. 1:73-103.
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Terms of publication

1.

Each manuscript must be typed using a computer in a single spaced
text on one face of the A4 paper (size A4) using 12 font size type
(Times New Roman and Simplified Arabic ), while the titles in
Arabic and English should be written using 14 font size. A 2-cm
margin must be left from top and bottom, and 3 cm from right and
left. Articles should not exceed more than 15 pages including
tables, figures, and resources taking in consideration that the
whole work is written on one face of A4 papers.

It is not advisable to publish an article by neither the editor-in-
chief nor the members of the editorial board of the journal,
whether it is a solo or joint work.

After being approved for publication, the article is to be presented
in three hard copies and an electronic one. The article is submitted
in the final form by being printed on a regular basis for all pages
excluding the first one which has the abstracts of the article in
both Arabic and English. the CD copy of The article should be made
using Microsoft word 2010.

Papers may be accepted in both Arabic and English. However,

English is highly preferred.

Author Guidelines

Below are the terms and requirements need to be considered by the

researcher wishing to publish in this journal:

1-

The research must not published in any other scientific journal and

has not been completed for more than four years prior tp publication.
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while are required major modifications as determined by the
other, or in case of major modifications by both reviewers .

e The authors should be committed to fill in a form clarifying their
intellectual property of the manuscript and that did not publish it
in any scientific journal or even a symposium.

e All the papers submitted for publication would be subjected to
plagiarism using “Turnitin”.

e Priorto publication, the manuscript will be reviewed by a language
checker, both Arabic and English, and that the authors should
comply with the modifications suggested.

e The journal complies with a publication policy reflecting its
commitment to research ethics and the items of the Committee on
Publication Ethics.

e The journal is committed to the scientific journal-related
instructions issued by the Ministry of Higher Education and
Scientific Research / Directorate of Research and Development.

e The Editorial Board has the right to make formal and linguistic
modifications required.

e TheEditorial Board has the right to decline the paper for publication
without giving reasons.

e Manuscripts will not be returned to the authors, whether accepted
or not.

e Author will be provided with a single copy of the journal in which

the paper is published.
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Guidelines of Publication
in the Al-Esraa University College Journal
for Social and Art Sciences

Guidelines of publication in the Al-Esraa University College Journal for
Social and Art Sciences.
The Al-Esraa University College Journal for Social and Art is published

annually by the Al-Esraa University College in term of two issues per year.

e The journal is concerned with publishing scientific papers in the
Social and Art Sciences as following:
- Law, Administration and Account Science.
- Art Sciences.
- Physical Education Science.

e Paper submitted for publication must not have been published or
sent for publication elsewhere.

e Paper submitted for publication in the journal will be subjected to
evaluation by two highly qualified reviewers in the subject matter.
A third reviewer might be requested, if necessary. Note that the
names of reviewers are denied when sending the notes back to
the authors.

e The authors should comply with the necessary modifications
suggested by the reviewers. Manuscript will be declined in case of

both reviewers’ agree on a decline, or declined by one of them
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